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Partner Ambassador for 
Standard Bank Top Women 
and a Brand Partner for 
multinational organisation, 
Sage.

Her 7+ years of expertise 
and capabilities extend to 
working with institutional 
organisations including the 
World Bank Group, UNDP 
Africa and Accenture, 
Mastercard Foundation and 
Thomson Reuters. In 2020, 
Dubese gave her inaugural 
lecture on impact innovation 
at the University of South 
Africa (UNISA), Africa's 
leading ODL university. She 
has spoken on stages of She 
Leads Africa, Lufthansa 
Impact Week, Facebook and 
Africa Angel Investor 
Summit to mention a few.

As a well-versed moderator, 
she has engaged multiple 
high-level discussions 
among presidents, C-Suite 
executives and global 
influencers.

BIOGRAPHY

Based in South Africa, 
Vuyolwethu Dubese is an 
Innovation and MEAL 
Consultant, Global Moderator 
and (Angel) Investor 
impassioned about the 
creation and execution of a 
new renaissance of impact-
driven business and equitable 
economic empowerment.

At present, she is the Founder 
of InnovTel, an impact design 
studio driven by designing 
impact and facilitating shared 
value through Marketing and 
MEAL (Monitoring, Evaluation, 
Accountability and Learning). 
To date, the organisation has 
worked with organisations like 
ShEquity (gender-lens fund) 
HQ in Mauritius, MBC Africa 
(DBS in West Africa) and Bright 
Insights Global (innovation 
firm focused on DEI) HQ in 
New York.

Dubese also extends her skills 
and expertise as an Advisory 
Board Member at the 
University of Cape Town 
Graduate School of Business 
(Solution Space), 



Website

6 6 0 K

Website Views

Tools and 
Resources

7
Free resources on 
Impact Design and 
Entrepreneurship

Twitter

1 1 . 1 K
Followers

http://www.vdubese.com/
https://mailchi.mp/56437ded3e40/vdubesenews
http://www.twitter.com/vdubese




SKILLS AND EXPERTISE
Formerly an Impact 
Acceleration Associate at 
Impact Amplifier, and the 
first hire at Thomson 
Reuter’s first innovation lab 
in an emerging market, as 
the Startup Partnerships 
Lead for Africa, Dubese has 
cumulated over 7 years of 
skills and expertise in her 
field.

With expertise in Innovation 
Strategy, Impact and MEAL 
Design and Media and 
Communications, she’s 
served as on global and 
regional institutional 
organisations that enable 
her to operate at the 
intersection of inclusion, 
innovation, impact, and 
recently in the space of 
impact investing.

Her current roles include
serving as the MEAL Lead for
ShEquity, M&E Consultant 
for various projects for MBC 
Africa and providing 
advisory, and creating 
resources for small business 
across South Africa with 
Sage.

Innovation 
Strategy

Impact and 
MEAL Design

Expert 
Moderation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrQUK_9Pzfw




ORGANISATIONS THAT I’VE 
WORKED WITH

INSTITUTIONAL 
ORGANISATIONS



WORK DONE

Impact and MEAL Design 

Podcast: Impact Design as a 

Business Strategy

Host: GreenTec Capital, 

Shequity, and Djembe 

Consultants host gender 

lens investing webinar for 

International Women’s Day

Article: Vuyolwethu Dubese 

– A powerhouse all about 

Impact

Panelist: Women 

Empowerment and Gender 

Equality in Africa

Curated List: Here’s where 

female founders can get 

funding for their African 

tech startup [List]

https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9pb25vLmZtL3Jzcy9jaGFuLzQ3OTI/episode/aHR0cDovL2lvbm8uZm0vZS8xMDYyODA3?ep=14
https://greentec-capital.com/2021/03/09/greentec-capital-shequity-and-djembe-consultants-host-gender-lens-investing-webinar-for-international-womens-day/?fbclid=IwAR1biGkawgKKBEXxFLblMXqFTmbbl__qn9rhllf8lG_z1PO9rBb31loh3G8
https://impactsa.co.za/vuyolwethu-dubese-a-powerhouse-all-about-impact/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyHKd7hXBOw
https://ventureburn.com/2020/02/female-founders-funding-list/


Moderator: Investing in 

Africa – The Next 

Opportunity

Moderator: Strategies to 

Access Funding and Capital

Moderator: Formidable 

Friday – Vusi Fele on 

enterprise and supplier 

development, ABSA

Host, Moderator: Africa Tech 

Week 2021 - Day 1 

Highlights , Africa Tech Week 

2021 - Day 1 (Part 1) and 

Africa Tech Week 2021 - Day 

1 (Part 2)

Host, Moderator: Africa Tech 

Week - Day 2 Highlights ,

Africa Tech Week 2021 - Day 

2 (Part 1) and Africa Tech 

Week 2021 - Day 2 (Part 2)

Moderator: Why women 

entrepreneurs hold the keys 

to Africa’s future

Innovation Strategy

Masterclass: Open 
Innovation and Community 
Building with Vuyolwethu 
Dubese

Interview: The Future of 
Entrepreneurs - Vuyolwethu 
Dubese | Afternoon Express

Panelist: Building a Value 
System for Renaissance

Interview: Women & 
Funding Round Table Part 1 
– Solutions: ‘The System 
Wasn’t Just Built for 
Women’ and Women & 
Funding Round Table Part 2 
– Solutions: ‘We Need More 
Inclusive Financing Models’

Advisory Board: University 
of Cape own Graduate 
School of Business, E-Track 
Programe (high impact scale 
ups)

Media and Communications

Moderator: A Conversation 
with Caster Semenya | 
Olympic South African 
Athlete

https://timelessconference.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/TWC-2020-Outcome-Report.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCUE8kcMYMI&t=362s
https://impactsa.co.za/formidable-friday-vusi-fele-on-enterprise-and-supplier-development/?fbclid=IwAR0xLpFCbzsXxjuFmdrK7qeRiiC2CRCqJhuw_i9Z03tFCzRcOKBJKOrraaI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYK2ROayN6w&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWHKEUSHaWQ&t=216s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aIBRsYUKD9c&t=8280s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=My2Pi2SJzI0&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpTgiBzbmmw&t=3256s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMwxPYn0Dhw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPMzOlzq_pw
https://meltwater.org/blog/open-innovation-and-community-building-with-vuyolwethu-dubese/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-SaKYJUCr4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_R1A1ckmpU&t=392s
https://smesouthafrica.co.za/women-funding-round-table-challenges/
https://smesouthafrica.co.za/women-funding-round-table-part-2/
https://gsbsolutionspace.uct.ac.za/e-track
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w2jYX2loq-I


TESTIMONIALS

“Vuyo – you have been a rockstar and I have really appreciated your 
input and expertise, and enthusiastic approach to this! Plus your time! 
It’s been a pleasure working with and getting to know you.”

Jean Alfred, Advisor – Mastercard Foundation 

“Vuyo proved herself an indispensable member of the planning team for 
TR Labs' first hackathon. A confident trailblazer, she took the lead in 
planning an event without precedence. She was continually resourceful, 
brimming with ideas, and able to draw upon her social network when 
needed. I was particularly impressed by her eloquence and presence 
when handling the execution of the event. Working with Vuyo was not 
only a pleasure, but made the project truly fun and successful.”

Ashlee Valdes, Transformation Expert - Global Center for Innovation

“Vuyo is a the ultimate innovation guru with a wealth of knowledge, 
experience and insights which she brought to the judging of the finals of 
the Unisa Innovation Challenge. The clarity, skill and care with which she 
delivered feedback can only reflect her passion for innovation in Africa 
and the need to grow a cohort of globally competitive and relevant 
innovators and entrepreneurs, tackling Africa’s development 
challenges.” 

Ayanda V. Noma, Director: Innovation, Technology Transfer and 
Commercialisation – University of South Africa (UNISA)



TESTIMONIALS

“Vuyolwethu moderated our first online All4Youth work readiness 
program - Skills4Work, 23 July 2020. She moderated a session on 
Personal Branding to provide young people with tools for the world of 
work and be empowered for their next opportunity. I would definitely 
recommend Vuyolwethu to moderate or speak at any corporate event. 
She was extremely professional, well-prepared, articulate and engaged 
authentically with the audience.”

Alesimo Mwanga, PAWA Africa - All4Youth SSA, Implementation 
Partner(Nestle)

“I have worked with Vuyo on two campaigns with two different 
objectives. One was for Absa during the WEF Africa in 2019. The aim of 
the partnership was to gain awareness for the content that the financial 
institution had created for WEF and reach a new audience. For Sage, 
was to create engagement within the SME community on social media. 
For both projects, Vuyo was exceptional in how she created relevant 
content and gave us value added content. She was open to all feedback 
given to her and was always giving her expertise to how we could better 
execute content. She is a pleasure to work with and one is guaranteed a 
return on investment when in a partnership with her.” 

Tokiso Mbatha (MA) – Social Media Manager: Sage Africa and Middle 
East.

“Working with Vuyo was nothing short of amazing. Her professionalism 
and talent really shined and I keep saying “if it wasn’t for her contagious 
energy your virtual youth event with Facebook Africa would have 
tanked”.”

Keneilwe Malotle: Project Manager, Digify Africa
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